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BOOK REVIEWS. 

History of Modern PHiLosophy, from Nicholas of Cusa to the Present Time. By 
Richard Falckenberg, Professor of Philosophy in the University of Erlangen. 
Translated with the Co-operation of the Author, By A. C. Armstrong, Jr., 
Professor of Philosophy in Wesleyan University. New York : Henry Holt 
& Co. 1893. Pp., xv and 655. Price, $3.50. 

The appearance of Falckenberg's Geschichte der neueren Philosophie in an Eng- 
lish dress supplies a welcome addition to the facilities for the study of modern phi- 
losophy. The aim of the work as stated by the translator in his preface, is "to be 
at once scientific and popular, standing midway between the exhaustive expositions 
of the larger histories and the meagre sketches of the compendiums." The book 
itself will bear witness to the unusual degree of success which has attended the ex- 
ecution of this purpose. Dr. Falckenberg has been peculiarly well qualified by his 
experience as a teacher, as well as by his extensive and accurate acquaintance with 
the history of modern philosophy, to produce a work that combines, in convenient 
compass, an adequate presentation of the outlines of modern thought, with practical 
adaptability to the requirements of students in the class-room. 

The leading features which distinguish Falckenberg's work are the following. 
First, its treatment of the transition from Nicholas of Cusa, the "path-finder " of 
modern philosophy, to Descartes, its real founder, in a section which is not only 
very important in itself but also serves as a valuable introduction to the movements 
which follow. Secondly, its style, which is a model of compactness and perspicuity, 
being almost entirely free from that obscurity and involved phraseology which is so 
common in German philosophical writers and so perplexing to English readers. 
The influence of such masters as Kuno Fischer is here quite manifest. Thirdly 
its intelligent and sympathetic treatment of English thought. Schwegler set the 
bad example which most of the Germans have followed, of regarding English thought 
as a kind of side issue and giving it but cursory attention. Falckenberg, on the 
contrary, belongs to that group of contemporary German writers who have awak- 
ened to the fact that there has been a real movement of English thinking and that 
it possesses great historic importance. An English reader might not fully concur 
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in his estimate of Bacon, for example, but he could find little to criticise in his full 
and intelligent treatment of Locke, Berkeley, and Hume, the English deists and 
moralists and the representative thinkers of the eighteenth century. No other Ger- 
man, in a work of the same size, has treated the movement of English thinking so 
fully or with more intelligent appreciation. A fourth characteristic which is a dis- 
tinctive feature of the work, is its thoroughly objective method, Falckenberg aims 
to be a simple interpreter of systems and movements, keeping his own subjective 
opinions in the background and using criticism as sparingly as possible. Such a 
method has its limitations, of course, and there is room for honest divergence of 
opinion as to the extent, for example, to which the historian may go in the employ- 
ment on abdication of the critical judgment. The advantages of the objective 
method as conceived by Falckenberg, are, however, too apparent to require specifi- 
cation; and his employment' of it, his manifest impartiality and his clear and mas- 
terly expositions, will tend to disarm criticism. 

The work with which this treatise of Falckenberg's is likely to be brought into 
the closest comparison, is that of Windelband which has also been favored with an 
English dress. But the two works occupy different places. Windelband is specially 
adapted to the requirements of advanced students and presupposes that elementary 
acquaintance with the contents of systems and historic movements which is so ad- 
mirably supplied by Falckenberg. Falckenberg's treatise will hold a place of its 
own as the best accessible historical Einleitung to the study of modern philosophy. 

The translator has performed his part with conscientious fidelity and with 
marked ability. Enjoying exceptional facilities for his work, he has succeeded in 
making into excellent English a very faithful reproduction of the original. Pro- 
fessor Armstrong, like the author, is an experienced teacher and has been guided 
in his labors by the same sense of the practical needs of the class-room. An im- 
portant addition which appears in the English version is found in the chapter on 
philosophy in Great Britain and America which has been completely re-written and 
greatly enlarged. Some other changes of minor importance have also been made. 
The work will doubtless be welcomed as an important addition to the text-book 
facilities for the study of philosophy in our colleges and universities. A. T. o. 

Basal Concepts in Philosophy. An Inquiry into Being, Non-Being, and Be- 
coming. By Alexander T. Ormond, Ph. D., Professor of Philosophy in 
Princeton University. New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. 1894. Price 
$1.50. Pages, 308. 
A note of high and noble seriousness pervades this work, which, differ from it 
how we will, strongly commands our respect and attention. The emphasis which 
it lays upon the religious problems of philosophy, the strong and determined stand 
it takes against the faule Weltweisheit of the day, the moderation and tone of its 
criticism, place it apart, immeasurably apart, from the flippant and intemperate 
productions of the period. "The masses of the intelligent are espousing agnos- 



